
BESA MUSEUM
THE PILLARS OF BESA



RENDERED SECTION
CHAPTER TITLE

© 2022 OPPENHEIM  ARCHITECTURE

RENDERED SECTION
CHAPTER TITLE

© 2022 OPPENHEIM  ARCHITECTURE

IT’S THE ALBANIAN WAY, IT’S BESA
THE PILLARS OF BESA

© 2023 OPPENHEIM  ARCHITECTURE



© 2023 OPPENHEIM  ARCHITECTURE

THE PILLARS OF BESA
BESA & ARCHITECTURE

INTEGRITY AND DURABILITY

Just as besa emphasizes the importance of keeping one's word and 
maintaining trust, architecture can embody these values by being 
structurally sound and durable. Designing buildings that are built to 
last, using high-quality materials and construction techniques, 
reflects a sense of integrity and reliability.

HARMONIOUS INTEGRATION

In Albanian culture, besa promotes the idea of living in harmony 
with others and the environment. Architects can apply this principle 
by designing buildings that integrate well with their surroundings, 
whether it's through respecting the natural landscape, incorporating 
local architectural styles, or considering the cultural context of the 
area.

FUNCTIONALITY AND PURPOSE

The concept of besa emphasizes fulfilling one's obligations. In 
architecture, this can translate into designing spaces that serve 
their intended purpose effectively. Architects can prioritize 
functionality and usability, ensuring that buildings meet the needs of 
their occupants while considering factors such as accessibility and 
sustainability.

CULTURAL IDENTITY AND COMMUNITY 
Besa is deeply rooted in Albanian cultural identity and community 
values. Similarly, architecture can celebrate and reflect the cultural 
heritage and identity of a place. Incorporating elements of local 
traditions, materials, and aesthetics can help create a sense of 
belonging and pride within the community.

HOSPITALITY AND WELCOMING SPACES 
Besa is associated with hospitality and providing shelter and 
assistance to guests. Architects can create welcoming and 
inclusive spaces that promote social interaction and connectivity. 
Incorporating communal areas, open layouts, and inviting design 
elements can foster a sense of warmth and hospitality within 
architectural spaces.
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02 Kinema Millennium
03 Albanian Royal Court
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05 Namazgjah Mosque Tiranë
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PILLAR OPENING ORIENTATION
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Reading Room & Educational Spaces
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BESA IN HISTORY
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BASEMENT

Stairs connecting the New wing to the residence
BESA AS CONNECTOR

New Wing
BESA AS EXPERIENCE
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New Wing

First Floor: Museum Permanent Exhibits

Ground Floor: Guest Amenities

PROGRAMMATIC DISTRIBUTION
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MUSEALISATION
COLLECTING BESA OUTREACH PROGRAMME

Gathering Besa Beacons in central public spaces Object 3D Scanning Roadshow of Gathering
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND LAUNCH

Gathering Besa Beacons in central civic spaces in each town and village 
to gather stories and objects

Through an Olympic torch style procession, handheld illuminated 
beacons are brought to the museum from around the nation

Representatives of each community are invited to experience the 
museum drawing thousands for launch

MUSEALISATION
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First Floor

TOPTANI HOUSE AS A 
WITNESS TO HISTORY

Ground Floor

EMBODYING HOSPITALITY 
AND COMFORT

Underground

IMMERSIVE 
THEMED SPACES

Exemplifying the spirit of Besa through accommodating Guest 
amenities

Historical case studies show Besa as it was manifest

Exploration of Besa in the psyche of Guests

MUSEUM PROGRAMMATIC DIVISION
MUSEALISATION
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COGNITIVE SHIFT
BRANDING AND VISUAL IDENTITY
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THE PILLARS OF BESA

Chad Oppenheim
Beat Huesler

Tim Ventimiglia
Dr. Lida Miraj

Katarzyna Kozera
Paul Williams

Rosanna Vitello
Alexandre Mecattaf

Fiona Mali
Jurtin Hajro

Dr. Frederik Stamati
Tom McKeogh
Driton Selmani
Edmond Malaj
Sokol Cunga
Julian Bejko
Artur Dado

Mario Fishta
Gilbert Santini
Hydajet Tota



© 2023 OPPENHEIM  ARCHITECTURE

A POSTCARD FROM TIRANA
THE PILLARS OF BESA

The Gift of Besa

Every Albanian is born with a treasure. It does not 
matter the person’s status this treasure is measured 
in the value of Besa. Most remarkable is that the 
treasure of Besa cannot be taken by force or 
coercion. It can only be freely given and the more it is 
given, the more valuable it becomes.

Besa has guided Albanians across centuries and 
endured every political ideology. It is passed down as 
intergenerational gift and is best explained by 
experiencing it.

This project is not just a museum, but a place where 
Besa is experienced both in one’s head and one’s 
heart.
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